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Belvedere College S.J. 
Parents’ Association AGM 
Monday 28th September 2020 @ 7pm 
Microsoft Teams Meeting (online) 

 
Agenda Item Details 

1. Welcome Karin Ennis (PA Chair) welcomed everyone to the virtual meeting and handed over to the 
Headmaster for his address 

2. Headmaster 
– College 
Update 

The Headmaster thanked Karin Ennis, Esther Hoban (Secretary) & all PA members for 
their contribution during the year. 
He also thanked the parent community for their positive feedback during this difficult 
time, especially during the Lockdown and encouraged all parents to keep in touch with 
any issues they encounter.   
CovID19 – during this period of time the Headmaster advised that there may be times 
when teachers/students may not be in school on a fulltime basis but impertinent to 
remind students to continue to wear masks (which is very compliant at the moment).  
There are some communication issues due to lack of facial communication but everyone 
working to the best of their abilities to overcome these.   
Parents were reminded to continue to reference the Parents’ Handbook 
The Headmaster advised that the College was precluded from automatic funding by the 
DES but this was being investigated.  An update on the outcome will be provided in the 
next parents’ newsletters. 
It was also noted that some grades in the recent 2019/20 LC predictive grades were 
downgraded unfairly.  A student is taking a legal case in respect of this, which the College 
is supporting.   

3. Deputy 
Headmaster – 
collaboration 
with the PA 

The Deputy Headmaster, Tom Doyle, the link to the Parents’ Association provided an 
update as follows: 
PA is integral part of the daily and weekly life of the college 
It also promotes the role of parents and guardians as the primary educators of their 
children.  
In the characteristics of the Jesuit Education the word “Magis” or more is used to 
describe how students are encouraged to strive for excellence in all things. To provide 
these opportunities by which the boys develop and grow requires the work and 
cooperation of the entire college community. The current PA which was elected at the 
AGM last September have worked hard all year to deliver many new and existing 
projects. There efforts have enriched the college and demonstrate the importance of all 
involved in Jesuit Education collaborating in the service of shared values, a common task 
and an overarching vision.  
The Deputy Headmaster thanked 

• Karin Ennis, PA chair,  

• Esther Hoban – Secretary 

• Donal Walsh 

• Claire Burke is the Vice Chair 

• Ann Marie Carmody and Denise Dillon 

• Breda Broderick, Frances Keegan and Fiona O’Byrne,  

• Tom Loomes, Sean Bowes and Karen Graham  

• Board of Management reps Sharon Farell and Suzanne O’Rahilly.  
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He also gave the parent body an idea of the collaboration that took place over the last 
academic year 

• Lost and found 

• Development of October week – cut down on free classes - whereby many 
activities that had in the past happened throughout the year were put on the last 
week before October mid-term. The year groups that were in school attended 
workshop and modules during this week and many such as first aid were 
facilitated by the PA 

• Reintroduction of Library supervision brought the PA and parents back into the 
heart of learning in the college – Library – assist in supervision, cataloguing and 
student lunch time activities 

• Consultation and advice on aspects of code of behaviour and uniform last year  

• Feedback on the Parents Handbook and referring parental queries to sections 
within 

• PA attended Student council meeting and encouraged student leadership and 
supported clubs and societies 

• The Student council adopted a new constitution in 2019 and the newly 
inaugurated council was presented with a new student council tie last year.  

• Every October – academic, co-curricular and pastoral involvement is celebrated 
in the college chapel with the awarding of Blue, Green and Maroon ties. These 
ties are funded through the PA.  

• Catholic Schools week took place last January and this was supported by the PA 

• PA supported the following student groups - Amber Student group which 
promotes wellness and positive mental health 

• Ember – Student faith group – before the lockdown – exploring the idea of 
walking pilgrimage around the churches in Dublin city. 

• During previous parent teacher meetings surveys– question of where to access 
year specific information covered in RSE and SPHE was highlighted by many 
parents. The schemes of work are now on the college website.  

• Parents can see when topics such as substance abuse, wellbeing etc are covered. 
The PA promoted and drew attention to support information for parents and 
where to find it on the college website by having leaflets prepared for parents at 
the PA talks.    

• They followed this by introducing into the PTM in 2020 - information stands 
providing support information in a wide variety of topics for parents 

• Public Piano in the foyer – great hit with the students especially in the morning 
and evenings after school. 

• Water fountains in the yard/ reusable water bottles 

• Worked with the Green Schools and the college went single plastic free in 
2019/20 through the PA purchasing additional cutlery – Action was used with An 
Taisce follow up for retention of waste flag. Student council gained its fifth Green 
Flag for biodiversity. 

• Many activities planned for this year – Esther and some of current PA have linked 
in with the college archivist as we plan for the centenary of the execution of 
Kevin Barry 



 

  

PA AGM MINUTES 28 SEP 2020 3 

 

• Karin, as chair had investigated with AI, Librarian, LmN –ORT the idea of a college 
arts week for 2021 and I hope the new PA can bring this to fruition after covid 
restrictions are lifted 

• Idea of a musical equipment repository to encourage more students to try 
different musical instruments 

 
2020 will always be known as the year that we had to face and overcome the challenges 
of COVID-19 together. The role of the family has become even more important as 
students had to switch gear and get to grips with learning from home. Parents worked 
closely with teachers to ensure that the students got through their schoolwork in a 
positive home learning environment. As a college we want to thank the PA for all their 
support and feedback during this time. It allowed us to put in place an online timetable 
after Easter where classes were given on Microsoft Teams.  
In August as you know from the parent talks we put in place a covid response team and 
response plan. 
The college has been remodelled to cut down on movement and interactions, over 100 
sanitation stations and seating plans for all students. 
A student covid checklist was developed which classes go through on a regular basis with 
their form tutors and YHs 
He thanked the PA for purchasing additional PPE equipment for the students of the 
college.  

4. Leaving Cert 
results 2020 

Róisín O’Donohoe provided a summary of the LC results obtained by students in 2020.  A 
summary is included below: 
Headmaster to provide summary 

5. Minutes of 
AGM 2019 

The minutes of the 2019 AGM were circulated to parents prior to the meeting.  Given the 
online nature of the meeting, the Secretary (Esther Hoban) asked for 
comments/objections to the minutes to be posted via the chats section of the Live 
meeting.  No comments were received and the minutes were agreed and accepted. 

6. Treasurer’s 
report 

In the absence of the treasurer, the Secretary presented the Treasurer’s report to the 
meeting.   
She advised that the opening balance as at 1st July 2019 was €920 with additional funding 
received of €15,750, leaving a funds balance of €16,670. 
Total expenditure amounted to €3,644, leaving funds available as at 30th June 2020 of 
€13,026. 
The secretary advised there were plans for further expenditure throughout the year but 
this was placed on hold as a result of the Pandemic.  Decisions on expenditure will not be 
taken by the incoming Parents’ Association. 
The secretary thanked the Auditor Marie Corry for auditing the accounts and advised 
parents that a copy of the report would be available on request by emailing 
pasecretary@belvederecollege.ie.   

7. Honorary 
Secretary’s 
Report 

The Chair (Karin Ennis) delivered the report as outlined below: 
The PA initiated many projects this year which were proposed and voted in by the 
committee.  
 
The following initiatives were carried out last year as part of our continued efforts to 
enrich the Student College experience. We consulted with management and the student 
body before investing in the different ideas to ensure that funds were spent on projects 
that the students and teachers were fully supportive of. 

mailto:pasecretary@belvederecollege.ie
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Some of the Projects/Purchases/Events  from 2019/2020 were;  

• Elements Social Evening  

• Purchase of a new Piano for the College Foyer in December 2019 

• Purchase of new ties for the Student Council  

• Contribution towards the Parents Handbook 

• Contribution towards the College Newsletter 

• Donation to the SVDP towards fundraiser  

• Purchase of miscellaneous school equipment – A2 snap frames, Information 
stand for new HSE booklets  

• Engagement of 2 speakers for Parent Talks – 
John Sharry – Positive Mental Health for Teenagers 
Garda Greg Mc Govern – Drug Awareness Talk  
PA section of web site has been expanded upon with extensive information, 
videos and links to sites connected with the PA talks such as drug and alcohol 
awareness, Mental Health & Wellbeing etc.  

PA Collaboration & Parent Volunteer activities   

• Parent volunteers collaborated with Green Schools Committee to help out with 
their activities. 

• Library Supervision was set up and run on a daily basis with a team of dedicated 
Library supervisors.  

• Volunteers also helped out at Careers Student Enrichment evening and other 
College events.  

• PA collaborated with Parents Ignatian Group and promoted some of their 
activities. Also helped with Golf Fundraiser which had to be cancelled due to 
COVid situation. It may go ahead in 2021.    

• PA also engaged with the Guidance department who promoted PA events via 
their social media pages, Twitter, Facebook and Instagram. PA also promoted 
Guidance events using parents whats app groups which proved very effective.   

• PA also collaborated with management on school policy documents such as the 
new SPHE policy document to ensure that parental input was received before 
their publication.   

• Group of volunteers also helped with Lost Property and liaised with the GAP 
students which proved very successful.  

Plans for 2020/2021 

• Plans to have First Aid sessions for students were approved and a company was 
sourced to implement this. On hold for moment with current situation but 
budget has been approved once we can go ahead with this.  

• Budget also approved to hold an ARTS week in 2021. Will be looking for 
volunteers to help out with this.  

• Plans for a Music Day with a proposal for a lunchtime Open Air concert Orchestra 
and a conductor masterclass with students.  
Drama and literature Day with a Poetry Slam or Readathon.  
History/Art Day with a History Talk in the O Reilly theatre to conclude in the 
evening.  

• Many more proposals and plans which have been discussed with management 
and the Student Council and will be decided on and implemented by the new 
Committee.  
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8. Election of 
new 
committee 
members 

At this point in the meeting, virtual breakout rooms were activated to facilitate 
nomination/voting for incoming reps.  The following members were elected/continue to 
serve: 
Elements: Orla Higgins and David Clarke (both newly elected) 
Rudiments: Breda Broderick, TBC 
Grammar: TBC 
Syntax: Karen Graham and Joan Kennedy (newly elected) 
Poetry: Annmarie Carmody and Denise Dillon (existing members) 
Rhetoric: TBC 
 
Rudiments – there were issues with users accessing the Rudiments breakout room.  One 
nomination (Una Molloy) was received prior to meeting.  A letter to be sent from PA 
Chair to parents who attended the meeting advising that if no other nominations were 
received by Tuesday 29/09 that Una Molloy would be deemed elected.  If further 
nominations were received, a voting process would ensue, ending on Wednesday 30/09. 
 
Grammar – 3 nominations were received (Phillipa Howley, Eva McNamee and Ann 
Loomes).  A letter to be sent by PA Chair outlining the voting process for the 2 available 
spaces to be concluded by Wednesday 30/09. 
 
Rhetoric - 3 nominations were received (Bernice Rocca, Louis McDermott and Olga 
O’Hanlon).  A letter to be sent by PA Chair outlining the voting process for the 2 available 
spaces to be concluded by Wednesday 30/09. 

9. Return to 
Live 
Event/AOB 

Parents returned to the Live Event.  No issues were raised during AOB.  The meeting 
concluded at 20:10.   

 

Next Meeting: TBC 


