1832
May 3rd, a small school, to
be known as the Roman
Catholic Seminary of St
Francis Xavier is opened in
Hardwicke Street in the
premises left vacant after
the completion of St Francis
Xavier Church in Gardiner
Street. With Charles
Aylmer SJ as Rector and
Prefect of Studies, its initial
intake of 9 students grows
to 51 by the year’s end.

1841

1883

Having recovered from the
threat of closure, the
College looks for more
appropriate facilities. Out
of the choice of Antrim
House on Merrion Square
and Belvedere House, 6
Great Denmark Street, the
latter is chosen.
In its new premises, built
by the 1st Lord Belvedere
in 1751, the College of St
Francis Xavier opens its
doors to 22 students, under
the Rectorship of Fr Robert
Haly SJ.

1836
Falling student numbers,
inadequate facilities, and
the small number of Jesuits
threaten the closure of the
school, with Fr. Provincial
preferring to focus
resources on Clongowes
Wood College SJ.

Thomas Finlay SJ is
appointed Rector. Hugely
influential, he will
transform the school by
encouraging students to
remain in education
beyond the usual age of 15,
by providing transport for
students needing to travel,
by doubling the size of the
school buildings, and by
providing playing fields
and facilities for physical
education.

1868
Joseph Aloysius Marmion
begins his schooling in the
College. Later known as
Dom Columba Marmion,
Abbot of Maredsous in
Belgium. He will become
one of the most popular
and influential Catholic
writers of the 20th Century
and was beatified on 3
September 2000, the only
Belvederian to be so.

1888

1893

The Irish Messenger of the
Sacred Heart, founded by
James Cullen SJ, opens its
offices on the ground floor
of no. 5.

1884
The Finlay Building is built
at the back of the garden of
Belvedere House. It
includes a chapel, science
labs and classrooms. A new
gymnasium/theatre is built
on the site of the garden.

An adjacent building, 5
Great Denmark St, is
purchased, to house the
prep school.

James Joyce enters
Belvedere at the age of 11.
He will become a
world-famous novelist of
the modernist avant-garde,
making Belvedere College
and Clongowes Wood
College renowned
worldwide through his
autobiographical novel,
A Portrait of the Artist as a
Young Man.

1892
Andrew Clinch becomes
the first Belvedere past
student to play rugby for
Ireland when he is picked
for the team against
Scotland.

1906

1914

The first Belvederian
annual is produced. The
new crest of the College,
designed by James Jeffcoat
SJ, and based on the family
crest of St Ignatius, appears
on the front cover.
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In the first year of the Great
War, 121 past pupils serve,
suffering 8 fatalities. The
number of deaths will
continue to rise throughout
the war.

1917

There are 19 fulltime staff
members: 11 Jesuits and 8
laymen. Among the latter is
Éamon de Valera, who will
take part in the Easter
Rising and go on to become
Ireland’s longest-serving
Taoiseach and later
President of Ireland.

1900
As student numbers reach
200, the black gates (still
standing) are installed
either side of Belvedere
House. Subjects offered are
Latin, Greek, English,
History and Geography,
French, Italian, Algebra and
Arithmetic, Geometry,
Plane Trigonometry,
Natural Philosophy,
Chemistry and Drawing.
Co-curricular classes
include Physical Drill,
Dancing, Carpentry and
Elocution.

1907
Frank Browne SJ, who
earlier started the cycling
club, revives the
photography club. Decades
later he will be hailed as
one of the most important
photographers of the 20th
century.

St Vincent de Paul juvenile
conference of St Aloysius,
for students of Belvedere, is
founded at the school by M.
Quinlan SJ and in the
following year (1918) the
Belvedere Newsboys Club
– later to become the
Belvedere Youth Club – is
founded by the Belvedere
Union.

1926

No. 7 Great Denmark Street
is purchased adding
significantly to the
available space. In due
course the houses are
joined and the wall
between the two gardens is
pulled down and concreted
over as a permanent
extension to the school
yard.

1930
A record 7 Old
Belvederians are ordained
as priests.

1941

As the school passes the
centenary of its move to
Belvedere House, pupil
numbers reach 600, with 22
Jesuits and 15 lay teachers
on the staff.

1946
Panel of Our Lady and the
Divine Child is installed in
the chapel, in thanksgiving
for Mary’s protection
during the war.

1954

By demolishing nos. 7 and
8 Great Denmark Street, a
new prep school is built on
the site, with a refectory in
the basement and a bridge
from the top floor to
Belvedere House. During
construction, classes are
held in no.4, with some in
pre-fabs.

1963

1975

To allow for future
development of the
College, no. 10 Great
Denmark Street and the
remaining houses between
Belvedere and Temple
Street are purchased,
including some houses on
Temple Street itself.

A French teacher, Mrs.
Elizabeth O’Hegarty,
becomes the first female
teacher in the senior school.

1977

1981

Scenes from the film
version of James Joyce’s
A Portrait of the Artist as a
Young Man are shot in the
College chapel, with
students acting as extras.

“We have acquired a large, beautiful house on a splendid site, such as may be worthy
eventually to deserve the title of a College, provided we can find the men for it.”

In the Easter Rising, two
Old Belvederians die:
Joseph Mary Plunkett, one
of the original signatories
of the Proclamation, is
court-martialed and shot,
and Reginald Clery is killed
in an ambush. Cathal
Brugha (OB 1888-1890) is
also severely injured. At the
same time, hundreds of Old
Belvederians are serving in
the British army.

1920
Following an ambush
during the War of
Independence, Kevin Barry
(OB 1916-1919) is executed
at the age of 18 in Mountjoy
prison. At the time of his
arrest he is a first-year
medical student in UCD.

1929
The Finlay Wing Extension
is built on the site of the
former coach houses of nos.
7 and 8, doubling the size
of the Senior House. It
includes the school’s first
purpose-built chapel,
where Mass is celebrated
for the first time on Ash
Wednesday, 12 February.

1934
On the school crest, the
motto is changed from the
Loyola family motto of
Loyola y Onaz to the current
motto Per Vias Rectas,
meaning ‘By Straight Paths’.
The Harry Clarke
stained-glass windows are
installed in the chapel.
Most of Clarke’s design
was completed before his
death in 1931, with the rest
being completed by his
studio.

1945
The College is presented
with a new altar to
commemorate the
centenary of the
Apostleship of Prayer (now
the Pope’s Worldwide
Prayer Network). The altar
is now in the present
Sacred Heart chapel.

1950
The Hardwicke St chapel,
the original home of the
school, is demolished to
make way for the
Hardwicke St flats.

1955
The expansion of Belvedere
continues with the
purchase of no. 9 Great
Denmark Street.
At the request of His Grace,
the Archbishop of Dublin,
the College provides 7
Brancardiers to accompany
pilgrims to Lourdes. This is
the beginning of a long
tradition supporting the
Dublin Diocese’s annual
pilgrimage to Lourdes.

1972
After long delays due to a
lack of funding, nos. 4 and
5 are demolished, along
with the gymnasium, to
make way for the ‘new
wing’ (now named the Kerr
wing after the then Rector),
housing science labs and an
art/metalwork room. A
large gymnasium and
swimming pool is built
behind the Finlay building.

1976
Belvedere drops
Saturday-morning school
and moves to a 5-day week,
one of the last schools in
the country to do so.

1986

Dr Garrett Fitzgerald
becomes the first
Belvederian to be elected
Taoiseach.

Fr Bracken SJ, Provincial, writing to Fr General in Rome 1842.

1916

Two fires damage
Belvedere in one year. The
first, an accident, happened
during the October
midterm break, destroying
the senior house oratory.
The second, the result of
arson, caused extensive
damage to the gym, and
was spotted by a
neighbour. No one was
injured in either event.

1978
Pedro Arrupe SJ becomes
the first Superior General of
the Jesuits to visit
Belvedere College. As it is a
non-school day, his visit
involves only the
community.

1992

The Social Diversity
Programme commences
supporting greater social
inclusion.

After much discernment,
the Jesuit Provincial
announces the closure of
the Junior school, in the
light of the declining
number of Jesuits, limited
resources and new
apostolic priorities.

1997
The first phase of a planned
development is completed.
A new art studio is made
out of the old attic
classrooms in the Finlay
building, a new sports area
is created on the roof of the
Kerr building, and a new
lift is installed.

2002
The Belvedere museum
opens making College
archives available
containing items donated
by the families of James
Joyce and Kevin Barry.

2004
The Dargan-Moloney
Science and Technology
Building (named after Joe
Dargan SJ, Rector, and
Leonard Moloney SJ,
Headmaster) is opened.

2012
No. 3 Great Denmark Street
is purchased from the
Dublin Institute of
Technology in preparation
for further development of
the site.

2015
Shane Daly SJ becomes the
first Jesuit to be ordained in
the chapel of Belvedere
College.

Pupil numbers reach 1,000.

“To tell the present news of the
past and the past news of the present.”
Editor 1st edition of the Belvederian in 1906.

1984
Belvedere starts a scheme
to provide after-hours
classes for children living in
poverty in the area,
including swimming
classes organised by Br
Éamon Davis SJ.

Before Christmas, the first
‘Sleep Out’ is held outside
the GPO.

1989
The transition year is
introduced to Belvedere
College. Seamus Finegan is
the first TY Coordinator
(and later Deputy
Headmaster).

1995
The first College trip to
Kolkata takes place, made
up of students, teachers
and parents.

1999
The second phase of the
development is
undertaken. It includes a
new multi-purpose theatre,
an underground car park, a
new entrance and reception
area, and an astro-turf pitch
on the roof.

2003
For the first time in its
171-year history, Mr Gerry
Foley, is appointed the first
layperson as Headmaster of
Belvedere College,
succeeding Leonard
Moloney SJ.

2005
Having been present in
Belvedere House since the
College opened in Great
Denmark Street in 1841, the
Jesuit community moves to
Gardiner Street, where it is
amalgamated with the
community there.

2014
Belvedere House completes
a €3m renovation
programme. The Jesuits
hand over their former
community spaces for use
as staff facilities marking a
time when the staff become
the new community
carrying on the tradition of
Jesuit education.

2020
The development of our
buildings continues with
the renovation of the old
ref, the gym, the swimming
pool and the art facilities.
Cabra and Distillery Road
sports facilities are also
upgraded. The building of
new classrooms and a new
music suite commence on
Temple St over the entrance
to the car park as part of
the building masterplan.

